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frorh‘ i "4’ [ev regime for eight years, and to this end we will seek
to d&?ﬂl Erlze and denazify Ukraine. February 24, 2022
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Ukraine: the red line

CIICHHMAJIbHAA BOCHHAs OIICPAILINA
Special military operation
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Demilitarization and Denazification:

Derived from allies’ policy 1n occupied Germany after
the end of WWII (4D’s)

Demilitarization 1s for Russian security
Denazification is for Russian ethnic/linguistic group
rights, or Russian nationalism




Demilitarization

+ Putin: Russia cornered

%+ No Russian leader would accept Ukraine becoming a
member of a military alliance targeting Russia

% Russia has no way to stop Ukraine from inching towards
NATO membership: strategic flirtation in 2008 (NATO
summit), 2019 (Ukrainian Constitution), and 2021 (US
supporting Ky1v’s “Euro-Atlantic aspiration”); training
and arming Ukrainian forces by NATO countries

% Putin’s December 2021 ultimatum flatly rejected by
NATO (January 26, 2022)

+» What if 1t were the US? (Cuban Crisis 1962)




By Feb. 2022

Security Dilemma:

Ukraine will not feel safe unless
admitted to NATO:;

Russia will not feel safe if Ukraine 1s a
NATO member

Security of Russia and Ukraine
Zero-sum




By Feb. 2022

Nationalism:

Ukraine has been busy building a new
national identity through
derussification, while Russia considers
its responsibility to support Russians
(ethnic and cultural) in Ukraine to fight
discrimination

Here Russian and Ukrainian goals are
also zero-sum




For Language

Russian: We want to Speak Native Fist fight in Rada for giving Russian official status in the East.
Language May, 2012




By now the war in
Ukraine has been
going on for

1306 Days

or

3 Years & 7 Months

and counting.....




Why hasn’t Putin
stopped?
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Four-Stage Process



Here comes the strike
Feb 24, 2022

#Airstrikes or attacks
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Stagnated Offensive [ The 1st stage: Russian forces

moved 1n from north, east and

W%’E N m S ‘/V south fronts, along the whole of the
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2nd Stage: Donbass

< Strategic shift from security to nationalism

< Demilitarization of Ukraine has failed, Ukraine has
essentially become a NATO protectorate

< After the Bucha incident, and the sinking of the Black
Sea Fleet flagship Moskva 1n late March and early
April, the door to peace was closed, despite Istanbul

7/
%®

Putin focused his goals on the Donbass region to
consolidate Russia’s control over south eastern Ukraine
where one finds the concentration of ethnic Russians
and Russian-speaking population. Russia promotes
“passportization” and “re-Russification”




¥ 3rd Stage: Ukrainian counter offensive I, I

% Ukraine’s two-front counterattack
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The Ukrainian army began a counterattack in Kherson on
8/2°7, drawing Russian elite troops to the south. Through
9/6-17, Ukraine launched an offensive in Kharkiv,
recovering more than 8,000 km? of land

9/21 Russia announced a partial military mobilization,
conscripting 300,000 people. 9/23-27 Russia held a
referendum 1n Kherson, Luhansk, Donetsk and
Zaporizhzhia. 9/30 Russia announced the annexation of the
four provinces

Russian troops withdrew from the west bank of the Dnieper
River in Kherson Province on 11/9




3rd Stage: Tit for Tat
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Russia: Here to Stay

Moscow’s shift from seciurity to
nationalistic, land grabbing
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4th Stage: Stalemate since end of 2022
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Claimed Russian control

[] Russia annexed Crimea in 2014

Source: ISW and AEl's Critical Threats Project (21:00 GMT, 08 September)
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< Russia’s main strategic
goal 1s to control
Donbass and Crimea.
Zaporizhzhia and
Kherson are land bridges
to connect and
consolidate Donbass and
Crimea

< Since Crimea and
Luhansk have been fully
occupied, the current
task 1s to complete the
occupation of entire

Donetsk




4th Stage: Stalemate since end of 2022

< There have been other
fronts along the
Russo-Ukrainian border.
However, the Russian
incursion into Kharkiv on
5/9/2024 and Ukrainian
invasion of Kursk on 8/6
are both diversionary
actions designed to lure the
opponent to draw its troops
from the Donetsk front.
The Ukrainian incursion of
Kursk was a failure

16 August 2024
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All the major
battles since the
end of 2022 have
been fought on the
Donetsk front

s ool s AL B O
/ '\~ P \) - ~ \ AND
Yol k. \ _ CRITICAL
35 i . THREATS
{
>~ |
N THE DR. JACK LONDON
) P e S GEOSPATIAL FUND
\\ 5
\
\
N 1
k/ 3‘/ \_\L r’»":\
N // 2t w- 1
{ ~ /> b \
J
|
|
’\
Dnipropetrovsk ' \ Fa
Oblast o Pokiovsk =
,4‘1\«’\,‘ 3
= N
Velyka
Teed T Novosilka --.
\ "L—.:,-'




Major territorial gains by Russia concentrated in Donetsk

Monthly change in Russian-controlled territory in five selected regions, sq km

M Gains M Losses
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Russian Invasion of Ukraine
Stalemated and Concentrated in Donetsk
Why?

And what are the implications

of the two features above

on the possible ending
of the War?




A Stalemated War
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Topography has its impact
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Topography

has its impact






Technology favors defense and attrition

not great breakthrough

2022 Anti-tank Javelin missile

2024 FPV drones

2025 fiber optic FPV drones
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| Ukraine outnumbered
but can still hold on

Russia has three-fold frontline advantage:

404 . o
Ukraine army chief
By AFP

354 Published: September 08, 2025 at 3:06PM EDT

3071 2024

® million 323
25 T T T T T T 1
1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 2020 2040

Data for 1926—2001 is based on official Soviet and Ukrainian censuses.!'?! The 2014 and 2020 figures are adjusted estimates,
excluding Crimea and occupied territories in Donbas.[14]

1933-1934, minus 1.6 Ukraine's Fighting-Age Male Population as a Share of Russia's
m-3.2 m, Holodomor

2014-2015, minus 2.5 m
2021-2023, minus 8.7 m

35%

33%

Oleksandr Syrskyi, commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. (Andrew Kravchenko/Photographer: Andrew Kravchenka/)

31%

Ukrainian males ages 18-40 as a share of Russia's

Rule of Thumb: The attacker needs at least a 3:1 advantage

to break through a defender’s front. That’s the current

o N situation on the eastern front in Ukraine: very slow
* 88888 advance by Russia and war of attrition
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The War
Turned

Economic

In 2024, Ukrainian
economy grew by 2.9
%, compared with
Russias 4.1%

Cepren LLIoWy,
2012-2024

AHgpewn benoycos, 2024-
Economic Minister, Deputy PM

Onekcin PesHikos,
2021-2023

Pyctem Ymepos, 2023-
Chairman of State Property Fund, Investor



The Stalemate

A delicate balance has been sustained for
almost three years through topography,

technology, manpower and economy



Donetsk and Why



Shift from Security to Nationality

R/
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Russia’s maximum goal 1s to control entire Ukraine, so that
it will not become part of the Western maritime alliance, and
to stop de-Russification (Goal A)

If Goal A cannot be achieved, then Russia wants to control

the southeastern half of Ukraine, the so-called “New Russia’
(Goal B): Ethnic Turn

If Goal B cannot be fully achieved, at least control the four
southeasternmost provinces (Luhansk, Donetsk,
Zaporizhzhia, Kherson) and Crimea (including Sevastopol)

(Goal C)

Goal D 1s to sustain what Russia had already gained prior to
the 2022 invasion: Crimea and part of Donbass

p
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Russia’s priorities

< Why Donetsk?

< Crimea and Donbass are top priorities (with highest
intrinsic values)

% Zaporizhzhia and Kherson are necessary land bridges
that connect Crimea, Donbass and Russia (with
derivative values), hence Goal C

< Goal A and Goal B are not achievable, but Goal C 1s

< In Goal C, top priority goes to Donetsk, as Luhansk
and Crimea have been fully under Russian control,
hence the obsession with Donetsk
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West Ukraine: Most Recent Acquisition
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TERRITORIAL EVOLUTION OF UKRAINE L ' & ;
4 s#.e* 1918 : West Ukrainian people’s republic
- and Carpathian Ruthenia
S OLAND VA 1917-21 : Ukrainian republic of Kiev
6‘0
3 L
oaj%dz"' Vs R U § 8§ 1 A
o
\\000 ;
A}
» f. —_— Hb
N BT
/ "~
é- ‘-Q. }
SLOVAKIA "
~ : /’
iy
HUNGARY or®
ROMANIA > - ,@’
UKRAINIAN TERRITORIAL GROWTH 1922-54 K \ \
: Ukrainian soviet socialist republic lg‘\ b
MOLDOVA S} '
: Polish territory given to Ukraine A A ~.
: Romanian territories given to Ukraine UKRAINIAN LOST
TERRITORIES

: Hungarian Transcarpathia given to Ukraine 3 1: Given to Russia in 1924

2: Given to Moldova in 1940

”~

: Romanian islands given to Ukraine

—

”™N

: Russian Crimea given to Ukraine <




Ukraine: Political Divide
along ethnic-linguistic
line—Northwest vs.
Southeast as a result of
Conquest History

1700 CE

Percentage of population that
identified Russian as their
native language (2001 census)

.
10% 20 30 50%

Percentage of Ethnic Russians in

Ukraine by region in 2001
Ukrainian census
City of Kiev: 13.1
City of Sevastopol: 71.6

Ukraine: A divide that lasts
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Ukrainian Presidential
Election December 26, 2004

ssssssssssssss

91,59
92,17 50,95

92,30
84,63

. SAnykosuu
D Tumomenko

Bwprare
aaaa
T

lmcwgonerpaec
assese



|

| = X

ﬁ\nomv@ )
KYIV

= E 1B E :1 AVA
It s

BLAST

LUHANSK

UKRAINE .Terkasy
SEC
11 |
wmytsﬂg

CHERKASY i OBLAST
OBLAST Kremenchuk= T
VINNYTSYA -
X
OBLAST It b i (
@ % DNIPROPETH é FK N oA %
o @ Luhansks "7
KIROVOGRAD DNI ;
Deployment map of Ukrainian Forces OBEAST \',_\
X J
g (‘
2 o — % /f
Iti= 0 EI f i s
: % Shakhty*  RosTov
OBLAST
] MYKOLAIV
MOLDOVA 0 OBLAST

ROSTOV-ON-,
DON

CHISINAU®

X x
TiraA
© 2017-2024 militaryland.net
Visualized data based on public sources, findable by
anybody. We do not reveal the movement or exact

position of Ukrainian troops. R : : ;
Having issues with the map? Please refresh your . » P’ e b M) Do
cache by Ctrl+F5. : (ﬂ 7‘.\,‘ -

mesiceTamsh - 1 aaflat . OCRIC L MAan tilae By CardalDR i



alla
viv

B-

_—r
-

4

e & W D

5
>

DEEP

STATE Q
P 1x < 13.09.2025 > .)('
Information X

Territory Control
Occupied after February 24th 2022
—

70.808 ths. km?* +3.0 km? 11.73%

Occupied before February 24th 2022
o=

43.969 ths. km? 7.28%

Liberated
a

41.643 ths. km* -9.1km? 6.90%

Total temporarily occupied
=1

an  M4.777 ths. km? +3.0km? 19.01%

Map Legend

|:| territory liberated in the last two weeks
I:l liberated territory

|| gray zone

|:| occupied territory

occupied Crimea and ORDLO (2014-
m [H 2015)

D occupied territories of other countries
railways

t§§j railways under construction

50 mi MONTENEGRO

‘ SMOLENSK OBLAST
Vilnius
KALUGA OBLAST RYAZAN REGION NEPCRLE
‘ MORDOVIA
ULYANOVSK
% OBLAST
® Min* -~ TULA OBLAST
®,
' \
BELARUS ~ 5
’ 4 PRl PENZA OBLAST
Bz\.c..w—:n OBLASTY ORYOL OBLAST TAMBOV OBLAST

LIPETSK ‘AST

Al ¥
¢® ®
Fy TOV OBLAST
Q'I
- -

VOLGOGRAD

UKRAINE OBLAST

J \
> -
v ASTRAKHAN

REPUBLIC OF OBLAST
KALMYKIA

N
MOLDOVAZS

sTOV OBLAST
Chisindu - ‘ ,

@ <Q

S
~

I

TNIZMCHETTA
= | eaflet | © OpenStreetMap contributors

ROMANIA ’~ \ ’ .
KRASNJDAR KX
\
B 4 g PN ] 2SN
‘ ;‘- - T~ —RepuBiLlt ‘~ STAVROP&RAI
{ £FEADYGEA
Bucharest (34
S
KARACHAY- =T,
2.\ CHERKESIA X
' » ] & wcptiler



© v weng

o Kyiv g
Kharkiv e

Dnipro,River

UKRAINE

100km

Pt

100 milesl

TN

I Russian military control Claimed Russian control

W Limited Russian military control  [J Russia annexed Crimea in 2014

Source: ISW and AEl's Critical Threats Project (21:00 GMT, 08 September) E E

That is why the most
ferocious battles of
BaxmyT (5/2023) and
AgiiBka (2/2024) took
place on this front

APMIS YKPATHH

Since the two separatist republics were formed
in 2014, Ukraine has used its elite military units
Joint Forces Operation (Onepauis 06‘eaHaHnx
cus, OOC) to encircle the Donetsk People's
Republic. It is difficult for Russia to break
through the fortifications and advance to
Kramatorsk. Russia has not yet fully broken
through this defensive line
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Prospects
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Russian goal and strategy

< 'To capture the entirety of Donetsk (namely Donbass) 1s
of tremendous importance to Putin and Russian people
that Russia will not stop until they reach all the borders
of Donetsk with neighboring provinces

< They can bear with occupying 70 percent of
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson, namely, not achieving the
entirety of Goal C, for the two provinces are not as
important as Donbass

< In the long run, a “frozen conflict” situation may arise
between Russia and Ukraine, as neither side can accept
what the other considers minimum requirements for
peace, and yet a stalemated war 1s deemed too costly




Russian goal and strategy

< Ukraine can never accept the permanent loss of the four

oblasts and Crimea, while Russia will not relinquish its
territorial gains that have been sealed through referenda

After the conquest of Donetsk, no further territorial gains
would justify the immense losses that Russia has sustained
through the war, hence the possibility of lowering war
intensity

Realizing the futility of fighting to recover the lost land,
Ukraine also has great incentives to lower the intensity of
war fighting

Hence the chances of “frozen conflict,” but a frozen conflict
can always be unfrozen: Nagorno-Karabakh, Taiwan




When would Putin stop?

Capture of whole
of Donbass
Post capture of

whole Donbass
Prior to capture of

whole Donbass

Utility of capturing
core Ukrainian
territories

_

casualties

Time



War and Peace
A subject not only for Russia

s -
f and Ufkraine, but also for the
1310 Z0s e 11 M11P two sides of the Tanwan Strait
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