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The politics of semi-presidential systems in time of political distrust

Abstract

Contemporary democracies are increasingly experiencing a phenomenon of disenchantment.
The lack of citizens’ trust vis-a-vis elected leaders is manifest. The alternation of power
tends to be systematic in major elections. Protest, populist and/or extreme parties are
progressing. In 2016 in Europe, referendums organized in Italy, the Netherlands and the
United Kingdom also illustrated the gap between traditional political elites and a majority of
the people. The presentation seeks to analysis the resilience of the semi-presidential regimes
to what has been called the crisis of representation. Through recent examples taken from
several European countries (Austria, France, Poland, Portugal, Romania), it supports the
view that the existence of a double system of electoral participation in semi-presidential
system contributes both to accelerate the electoral sanctions for incumbent governments and
to block political regimes. Therefore, the talk raises the issue of the desirability of such

constitutional system in hard times.
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Dr. Olivier Rozenberg

Sciences Po

Centre d'études européennes

28 rue des Saint-Peres - 75007 Paris - France

tel: 33 (0)14549 7730 / fax: 33 (0)1 4549 8360
olivier.rozenberg@sciences-po.fr

Education
2005 Ph-D in political science from Sciences Po (Paris) (summa cum laude)
1999 Master’s degree in political studies, Sciences Po (Paris)

Academic Posts

2009- Associate Professor in Politics at the Centre d’études européennes,
Sciences Po (Paris)
http://www.cee.sciences-po.fr/en/le-centre/research-fellows/63-olivier-r
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2007-2009  Associate Research Professor in Politics at the Centre de recherches

politiques de Sciences Po (Paris)

2004- Teacher at the Parisian centre of Boston University. Now as senior
lecturer

2002-2004  Teaching assistant at the University of Paris XIII

Visiting position

2013 Invited Professor at the University of Cologne, Germany
2007 Academic Visitor at Nuffield College, Oxford, UK
Research

My researches are focused on the study of political institutions and particularly of
legislatures in Europe - national parliaments as well as the European Parliament.
Within this framework, | study both the sociology of legislators and the policy
analysis of parliamentary activities. | am also interested in the Europeanisation of
national political systems.

Main topics: Political institutions / Legislative studies / Sociology of legislators /
Europeanisation / Sociology of political life / France and the European Union

Awards and grants

2010-2013  Grant from the French National Association for Research (ANR).
Study on the National Parliaments in the European Union with the
Universities of Maastricht, Cambridge and Cologne. Coordination of
the French team (260 000 euros)
http://www.opal-europe.org/

2010-2013  Grant from the Ille-de-France Region. Study on the numeric
visualization of the French Parliament legislative activity.
Chief-coordinator (150 000 euros)

http://www.lafabriquedelaloi.fr/

2009-2011  Grant from the French National Association for Research (ANR).
Study on the French National Assembly and the European Parliament.
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Coordination of the Paris team (40 000 euros)

http://www.legipar.sciencespobordeaux.fr/

2008-2009

2006

2006
2002

Grant from the French Ministry of Defence. Study on the parliamentary
oversight of defence policy in Europe.

Post-doctoral Fellowship of the Centre d’études européennes, Sciences
Po (Paris)

French National Assembly Price for the best PhD

Award of the Chancellerie des Universités de Paris

Academic activities

2013- Member of the steering committee of the PADEMIA European
Commission funded network

2012 Member of the editorial board of the Journal of Legislative Studies

2009-2013  Chief administrator of the Study Group on Parliamentary life and

institutions
http://blogs.sciences-po.fr/recherche-parlement/

2008 Member of the Observatory of European Institutions
http://portedeurope.sciences-po.fr/en/research/to-understand-european-
construction-and-its-impact.html

2008-2011  Co-leader of the Oxford-Sciences Po Research Group, “Legislatures in
Europe” (with Katrin Auel)
http://oxpo.politics.ox.ac.uk/projects/current_projects.asp#legislatures

2007-2010  Co-leader of the standing group on legislative studies of the French
political science (with Eric Kerrocuhe)

http://www.afsp.msh-paris.fr/activite/groupe/grpp/grpp.html

2006- Vice-chair of the editorial committee of the scientific review Politique
européenne

Courses taught

2013 3 anual courses in Sciences Po (college & master)

2012-2013  University Paris I, “Sociologie de la procedure législative”

2010-2013  University Paris 1l & Sciences Po, doctoral school, « Parlements et
Politiques publiques » (with Yves Surel)

2009-2011  Sciences Po, Master of European Affairs, « Les acteurs politiques de

I’Union européenne »

12


http://www.legipar.sciencespobordeaux.fr/
http://blogs.sciences-po.fr/recherche-parlement/
http://portedeurope.sciences-po.fr/en/research/to-understand-european-construction-and-its-impact.html
http://portedeurope.sciences-po.fr/en/research/to-understand-european-construction-and-its-impact.html
http://oxpo.politics.ox.ac.uk/projects/current_projects.asp#legislatures
http://www.afsp.msh-paris.fr/activite/groupe/grpp/grpp.html

2009- Sciences Po, Master of European Affairs, « France and the European
Union » (with Christian Lequesne)

2009 Sciences Po, Doctoral program, « L’européanisation » (with Yves
Surel)
2004- Boston University (Paris), « La politique en France »

Publications (extract)

Edition of books

The Palgrave Handbook of National Parliaments and the EU, London, Palgrave,
2015 (with C. Hefftler, C. Neuhold, J. Smith)

Faire parler le Parlement, Paris, LGDJ, 2013 (with Claire de Galembert & Cécile
Vigour).

L’opposition parlementaire, Paris, La Documentation francaise, 2013 (with Eric

Thiers).

Parliamentary roles in Modern Legislatures, London, Routledge, 2012 (with Magnus
Blomgren).

Roles & Functions of Parliamentary Questions, London, Routledge, 2012 (with
Shane Martin).

Edition of special issues

« Parliamentary Questions », Journal of Legislative Studies, 17/3, 2011 (with Martin
Shane).

« Désordres parlementaires », Genése, 83, 2011 (with Pierre-Yves Baudot).

« Retour au parlement », Revue francaise de science politique, 59 (3), 2009 (with

Eric Kerrouche).

« Les élections européennes et le Parlement européen entre influence et indifférence »,
Politique européenne, 28, 2009.

“Parlementarisme et construction européenne”, Politique européenne, 9, 2003, (with
Yves Surel).

Peer-reviewed articles

“To Scrutinise or Not to Scrutinise? Explaining Variation in EU-Related Activities in
National Parliaments”, West European Politics, 38:2, 2015, 282-304 (with Katrin
Auel, Angela Tacea).
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“Wisdom or Indifference? The Principles of Representative Government in the Eyes
of the French Voters”, The Journal of Legislative Studies, vol. 19, n° 2, 2013, pp.
196-218.

“Far Away, So Close: Parliament and Citizens in France”, The Journal of Legislative
Studies, 18:3-4, 2012, p. 294-313 (with O. Costa, P. Lefebure, T. Schnatterer, E.
Kerrouche).

“Not only a battleground. Parliamentary oral questions about defence policies in four
Western democracies”, Journal of Legislative Studies, 17/3, 2011, pp. 340-353
(with O. Chopin, C. Hoeffler, B. Irondelle, J. Joana).

“Questioning Parliamentary Questions”, Journal of Legislative Studies, 17/3, 2011, pp.
394-404 (with Martin Shane).

« Désordres parlementaires », Genése, 83, 2011, pp. 2-5 (with Pierre-Yves Baudot).

« Présider par plaisir. L’examen des affaires européennes a I’ Assemblée nationale et &
la Chambre des Communes depuis Maastricht », Revue francaise de science
politique, 59/3, 2009, pp. 401-427.

« L’influence du Parlement européen et I’indifférence de ses électeurs: une
corrélation fallacieuse ? », Politique européenne, 28, 2009, pp. 7-36.

Other articles

“France: Genuine Europeanisation or Monnet for Nothing?”, in Simon Bulmer,
Christian Lequesne (eds), The Member States of the European Union, Oxford,
Oxford University Press, 2" ed., 2013, pp. 57-84.

“Playing softly with Euroscepticism. The 2009 European Elections in France”, in
Robert Harmsen, Joachim Schild (eds), Debating Europe: The 2009 European
Parliament Elections and Beyond, Baden-Baden, Nomos, 2011, pp. 51-68.

“Debating about Europe at the French National Assembly: The failure of the rhetoric
of unanimity”, in Claudia Wiesner, Tapani Turkka, Kari Palonen (eds), Parliament
and Europe. Rhetorical and conceptual studies on their contemporary connections,
Baden-Baden, Nomos, 2011, pp. 145-164.
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